
Second Chance of NW Fl. Inc. 

is celebrating 20 years of ser-

vice to Brain Injured Adults 

and their families in our sur-

rounding counties. SCNWFL 

is a not-for-profit organization 

governed by a twelve member 

Board of Directors and di-

rected by an Executive Direc-

tor. Services are provided by a 

dedicated staff of employees 

and more than thirty volun-

teers including Florida State 

University and Gulf Coast 

State College Interns in Ap-

plied Behavior Analysis and 

Social Work. Services include 

a post-rehabilitation Day Pro-

gram including cognitive, 

functional, emotional, physi-

cal, social, recreational, and 

vocational activities. Com-

puter lab, cooking classes to 

include menu planning and 

shopping, outings in the com-

munity to serve others such as 

playing bingo and singing 

with  nursing home residents, 

ringing bells for the Salvation 

Army, serving lunch at Habi-

tat building projects and gar-

dening. Group sessions are 

designed to mentor and coach 

members towards improving 

quality of life by becoming 

more independent in their 

personal lives as they reinte-

grate into the community. The  

agency also provides brain injury 

prevention workshops and confer-

ences, participates in health fairs 

and other outreach opportunities. 

Families and Friends benefit from 

the monthly scheduled gatherings 

and develop support from each 

other. SCNWFL partners with the 

Brain Injury Association of Flor-

ida and other professionals as 

needed.  

The agency is funded through 

local grants and donations, Bay 

County Board of Commissioners, 

local churches, civic groups, com-

munity organizations, private 

businesses and individuals. 

SCNWFL is also a United Way of 

Northwest Florida Affiliated 

Agency (#38). Additionally, a 

donation of food, supplies, vehi-

cle, tires and other items provided 

by our community helps to assure 

program sustainability. 

We are thankful for the foresight 

of our founder, the late Dr. Clell 

Warriner, whose vision is was to 

serve brain injured adults in this 

community. SCNWFL now serves 

more than 58 individuals annually 

through programs and services for 

disabled, disadvantaged and low 

income persons. Please join us in 

celebrating our 20th birthday 

during 2012. Upcoming events  

Twenty Years Serving the People of Bay County - Chartered January 1992 

Second Chance Bell Ringers          By: Eugene Jackson  
On Friday December 9, 2011 Second Chance all loaded up and went out to the 
mall and rang bells and collected money for The Salvation Army.  It was very 
nice. We broke up into 3 groups of 4 and stood outside and rang the bells. We 
were in three places, out back at the entrance into the food court, the main en-
trance in front of the mall and by the tool display area outside Sears.  At the en-
trance the people were all kind of ignoring us at first and then we all started say-
ing happy holidays the people started being a little nicer and a little more giving.  
It was very nice to see that there were still a lot of people that were willing to 

show that they care about others in their time of need.   Some people gave even when they could-
n’t afford to as it is the spirit of giving for the holidays. It was so nice that we’re able to get out and 
show that we’re still able to go out in public and not draw attention to ourselves for acting too dif-
ferent or strange.   We showed that we could act like regular people that weren’t brain injured peo-
ple because we are just as normal as everyone else with the exception of having different brain 
injuries. We all stood there for about 45 minutes and then we went into the food court for lunch. 
There were a lot of different places that we could have chosen to eat from.   It was very nice and 
good eating with everyone and we all loved it.  We would all love to get out and do more of this and 
other activities to interact with a lot of different and new people.  It was very nice and we all want 
to do this more often.  Ms. Pat head of the bell ringing for Salvation Army was very happy we were 
able to help support the needy.  The bell ringers that came to cover the areas after us were very 
happy we were able to get the day started off in the right tone for the Christmas holiday.  

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2012 
1/1 HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
1/2 CLOSED 
1/3 COVERED DISH DINNER 
1/6 SCIENCE & DISCOVERY 
 CENTER 
1/11 MUSIC CLASS 
1/13 VISUAL ARTS CENTER 
1/18 ART CLASS 
1/20 PANAMA CITY NURSING 
 CENTER 
1/25 MUSIC CLASS 
1/27 DIVE SCHOOL TOUR 
2/3 TBA 
2/7 COVERED DISH DINNER 
2/8 MUSIC CLASS 
2/10 KIDS MARDI GRAS       
 PARADE 4PM 
2/14 HAPPY VALENTINE’S 
 DAY! 
2/15 ART CLASS 
2/17 PANAMA CITY NURSING 
 CENTER 
2/22 MUSIC CLASS 
2/24 TBA 

  Created by the members of Second Chance of Northwest Florida, Inc. 
222 East Beach Drive  Panama City, Florida  32401 

www.secondchancenwfl.com 
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How Can I Help? 

Give adults with brain injuries in our 

community a Second Chance to live: 

1. Refer a friend, family member, or 

neighbor that survived a debili-
tating brain injury to Second 

Chance. 

2. Make a tax-deductible donation to 

Second Chance in the form of 

cash (our greatest need), in-

kind items, or maintenance 

services. 

3. Volunteer your time to help train 

survivors through the Second 

Chance Rehabilitation Day 
Program or to help with ad-

ministrative and fund raising 

efforts. 

4. Arrange discounts for our group 

for Friday outings 

(educational field trips, 

community involvement, 

recreation, or lunch. 

 
Second Chance of Northwest Flor-

ida is an affiliated agency of United 

Way of Northwest Florida. 

Please remember us when you make 

your United Way pledge. #38 

Combined Federal Campaign:      

#63604 

 

will be listed in the Brain     

Regain Newsletter each month. 
 

 

 

Sherl Morden, President   

WISH LIST FOR 2012 
- VOICE RECORDERS FOR 
  MEMORY EXERCISES 
- 2012 POCKET CALENDARS  
- PAPER GOODS 
- OFFICE SUPPLIES 
- ARTS & CRAFT ITEMS 
- BOOKS AND AUDIO BOOKS 
- DVDS 
- PUZZLES AND PUZZLE BOOKS 
  GAMES 

 
Second Chance is a not-for-profit 
501(c)3 organization registered 

with the State of Florida, Solicita-
tion of Contributions Act.  Our 

registration number is #SC09281 
and 100% of contributions are 

tax deductible and used for and 
by Second Chance  

 



My name is 

Robin Chil-

ders and I 

was the 

very first 

member of 

S e c o n d 

C h a n c e . 

This is my 

story… 

I was born 

feet first. I 

was allergic 

to milk and 

had asthma. I had eye surgery on 

both eyes when I was 5 years old. 

Then, when I was 8 years old a brain 

tumor was found after having bad 

headaches. 

I went to see a neurosurgeon and he 

took me straight across the street to 

the hospital. I had surgery that day. 

After that, I went to Duke University 

for x-rays to kill roots of the tumor. 

The tumor was the size of an egg 

wrapped onto my brain. After that I 

was put on several medications and I 

have been taking all of them. I have 

been on and off medicines because 

I am allergic to some. My medica-

tions keep me living.   

Several years later I went into a 

coma and had to be flown to 

Shands Hospital. I remember com-

ing out of the coma, my mom was 

the first to see me. Then I saw Dr. 

Shumate at my left side. They told 

me where I was and asked me lots 

of questions.   My mom told me I 

could remember the hospital I was 

in by looking at my hand and then 

put an “S” in front of it for Shands. 

After the coma I went to Shands for 

tests and had wires on my head to 

see where the seizures were coming 

from and if surgery would help. 

After a week, they said yes and so I 

went back to Shands and had sur-

gery to remove part of the left side 

of my brain. I can still remember 

when they rolled me into surgery 

and coming out. I had no hair but 

they left a pony tail. When I found 

it, I asked them to cut it all off! 

Before surgery I went for tests and 

was told I was the first patient to 

not feel needles go into me and fall 

asleep on cat scan.  

After surgery, I was invited to joined 

Second Chance by my friend Linda 

and I was one of the first to join.  

When I first started coming to Sec-

ond Chance my friend and I went 

room to room cleaning and organiz-

ing. 

Second Chance has taught me to sit 

and talk with someone when I have a  

problem instead of getting upset and 

losing my temper.  

My favorite thing about Second 

Chance is being with other people 

and being able to talk with someone 

who also has medical problems. I 

learn from them and ask questions.  

I like arts, puzzles, drawing, going 

on outings, and going out to eat! 

  

My Story—By Robin Childers  
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2012 Officers 

Sherl Morden, President 

Michael Brill, Chairman 

Nita French, Secretary 

Sandy Kennedy, Treasurer 

www.secondchancenwfl.com 

secondchance@hotmail.com 

A Not-for-profit 501(c )3 Organiza-

tion Serving the Needs of Adults 

with Brain Injuries, their Families, 

and the Community.  Second 

Chance of Northwest Florida, Inc is 

registered with the State of Florida, 

Solicitation of Contributions Act.  

Our registration number is 

#SC09281 and 100% of contribu-

tions are used for and by Second 

Chance of Northwest Florida, Inc. 

Upcoming Fund Raisers 

*Volunteers needed* 
 

Bingo Paradise  

Christmas Celebrations at Second Chance       By: Shamika Curry 
On Wednesday December 14, 2011 the weather was nice and breezy and the Pilot club members passed out 

Christmas stockings filled with lots of goodies and in the stocking it also had 5.00 dollars and pens, pencils, 

notepads, toothpaste and a toothbrush, shampoo and candy. One of the members crocheted all of the stock-

ings which were just beautiful. The Pilot Club is always so generous to us. They also make our new shirts 

with our insignia on it.   We always look forward to their visit filled with lots of Christmas cheer. We had 

lots of finger foods and punch.  Lots of friends came to visit. It was a very nice day. And we also sang Christ-

mas carols’ like Away In A Manger, Frosty the Snowman, Jingle Bells,  Joy to the World, Lean On Me, Let 

It Snow, Rudolf the Red Nose Reindeer,  Santa Claus Is Coming to Town, Silent Night, Silver Bells, White 

Christmas, and also a song that the Second Chance members wrote called Ziva that means blessed.  

On December 21st we had a new game to play to do our present exchange.  Jared read a story and every time 

he read a direction like left and right, we passed our gift in that direction. It was different, but lots of fun and 

lots of laughter at the table, which added to the fun! 

Volunteering at Panama City Nursing Center              By: Kimberly Griffin 
The outstanding group of people from Second Chance of Norwest Florida performed by singing Christmas 

Carols at Panama City Nursing Center.  The volunteers, staff, and members did a wonderful job. Everyone 

there enjoyed each and every song we all performed. We also sang a song that everyone wrote at Second 

Chance. Mark came up with a word Ziva which means simple, plain happy, and free. Everyone wrote a line 

for the song Ziva, Ziva, Ziva! I love this song and I’m so happy I’m able to sing it with them as well as be part 

of this wonderful group as I started after it was created. Everyone here at Second Chance including members, 

volunteers, and staff wrote Christmas cards and made Christmas bags for the 120 patients and 240 cards so all 

could have at least 2 cards each. Many people at the nursing home do not receive visitors. When we were done 

singing I walked around and handed out the bags and Christmas cards we all made. Every patient was very 

happy and grateful to receive them from us and told me how much they enjoyed everything we at Second 

Chance do with and for them. I thoroughly enjoyed doing this and to see so many happy faces was one of the 

most memorable things for me the whole year.  Afterwards we went to Granny Cantrell’s for lunch and we all 

had so much to eat as there was plenty to choose from. We had an anonymous person whom paid for every-

one’s meal. Thank You so very much, we appreciate you! The experience was awesome!  I thank every-

one that makes Second Chance of Northwest Florida available for myself and others.  

Thank You Pilot Club of  

Panama City for providing Sec-

ond Chance with t-shirts for the 

year and stockings for each  

Member! 

Shamika 

and Craig 

with the 

radishes 

they grew in 

the Second 

Chance   

garden! 


